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TEAM RECTOR’S REPORT 

 

 

Continue to next page . . . . . 

Behind every staƟsƟc and item in any APCM report lies an enormous 

amount of dedicaƟon from teams of unsung heroes. Thanks are due to 
Churchwardens, PCC Secretaries, Treasurers, PCC members, Directors of 

Music, those leading and helping with ministries with families, children 
and young people, those who prepare pew sheets and send out emails, 

those who sweep up leaves, sweets and Ɵssues from church floors- the 

list is endless. In the Body of Christ every single member has an im-
portant part to play, and every contribuƟon counts. These are not easy 

Ɵmes for the Church of England and if as a Team we can conƟnue to 
model generous collaboraƟon, creaƟve outreach, faithful care for those 

who worship with us regularly and for those who we see only 
occasionally, then we will be serving God’s kingdom purposes here in 

this place. There is much here to encourage us, and much on which to 

build. 
 

‘Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever giŌ each of you has received.’ 

1 Peter 4.10  

 
2024 was an evenƞul year in the life of the Kent Downs and Malling 

Team. It saw the establishment of the Joint Council, the departure of 
Team Vicar Revd David Green, and the arrival of curate Revd Carol 

Bridge. 
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TEAM RECTOR’S REPORT  (Cont’d) 

Mission and Ministry 

The Ministry Team met three Ɵmes in 2024. In May Jaki Musker was 
licensed as an LLM with a Team-wide pastoral focus on being alongside 

those who have been bereaved. We said goodbye to Revd David Green 
in July as he leŌ to take up a new post at St Luke’s Tunbridge Wells. 

At the end of September Revd Carol Bridge joined us as SSM curate, her 

first service being a Team Service where the preacher was the Diocesan 
Generous Giving Advisor Liz Mullins. Those parishes which were able 

to engage with the Stewardship Campaign found that responses were 
encouraging. 

Lent saw all seven parishes following the same Sunday morning sermon 
series, using the book of Exodus to explore God’s provision and gener-

osity in preparaƟon for September’s Stewardship month. Our Sunday 

aŌernoon Lent Group for young people was very well aƩended, and 
exisƟng home groups as well as new Lent groups studied the passages 

together across the Team. 
In June we held a FesƟval of Faith and Arts, the centrepiece of which 

was an exhibiƟon in St Mary’s West Malling of artworks by Jeremy 

Thomas called ‘The Human One’, which aƩracted over two hundred 
visitors. 

Parishes experimented with new ways of reaching out at key Ɵmes of 
the year. Troƫscliffe’sinaugural Scarecrow Harvest FesƟval was very 

well supported; St Margaret’s Addington delivered a successful commu-

nity event commemoraƟng the 75th Anniversary of D Day; the Teddy 
Bear Zip Wire at West Malling drew a steady crowd;   

Continue to next page . . . . . 
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Continue to next page . . . . . 

Birling’s Christmas Tree FesƟval culminated in a packed Carol Service. 

Leybourne made the church interior into a flower meadow through the 
summer, with flowers coloured by community groups; Ryarsh launched 

their porch as a community prayer space; Oĭam filled The King’s Head 
in December for a lively evening of community carol singing. Never a 

dull moment. 

Wedding, bapƟsms and funerals conƟnued to offer many opportuniƟes 
for ministry. Across the Team there were ten weddings and thirty 

bapƟsms. The Deanery ConfirmaƟon service in November was held in 
All Saints Snodland but organised by the Kent Downs and Malling Team, 

and four candidates from the Team were confirmed.  
 

Worship 

In August we implemented our summer paƩern, rotaƟng the hosƟng of 
the main Sunday service round the Team and giving churchwardens a 

much needed break. In November the All Souls Service was open to 
people from across the seven parishes with whom we had contact over 

the past two years through funerals, interment of ashes and 

bereavement. In December we hosted and led a Christmas Service of 
Remembrance at St Mary’s with Viners’ Funeral Directors. 

In December Radio Kent recorded their annual Carol Service in St Mary’s 
West Malling, an event aƩended by 260 people and broadcast on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Across the Team Christmas 

aƩendance was up on the previous year and various new iniƟaƟves took 
place alongside tried and tested favourites such as ChrisƟngle services. 

TEAM RECTOR’S REPORT  (Cont’d) 
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Governance 

The Joint Council formally came into being on 1st August 2024, and 
seven SPCM’s were held to elect one RepresentaƟve and one Deputy 

from each parish. The first meeƟng took place in November, at which 
the 2025 Budget was passed. Much hard work had been done to get to 

this point by the parish treasurers and the Team Treasurer. 

 
Safeguarding 

The Parish Safeguarding Officers met twice during 2024. Systems for 
DBS and Safer Recruitment were embedded and conƟnued to work 

well. 
 

 Families, Children and Young People 

The Messy Church Team ran a full cycle of six sessions across the year, 
with aƩendance somewhat dependent on the venue and the weather, 

but with a core of over twenty families established. Messy Church took 
place in Troƫscliffe Village Hall, Addington Village Hall, Leybourne 

Village Hall, West Malling Primary School, Ryarsh Church Hall and 

Oĭam Village Hall. 
The clergy team conƟnued to build up a strong ministry in schools, with 

weekly CollecƟve Worship in our three church schools (Troƫscliffe, 
West Malling and Leybourne), and a presence at key fesƟval Ɵmes in 

Ryarsh, Leybourne Chase and Oĭam primaries. Our portable Experi-

ence Easter prayer staƟons travelled round four churches and were 
visited by over 400 children. A similar number took part in ChrisƟngle 

services through November and December. Continue to next page . . . . . 

TEAM RECTOR’S REPORT  (Cont’d) 
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Helen Burn 

Fusion, our Team Youth Group, conƟnued to meet monthly, co-ordinated 

by Sarah ScoƩ and Revd Kelly. An average session saw a dozen young 
people gathered to explore faith and have fun together in Ryarsh church 

hall, with highlights including wide games with water balloons in the 
summer, and Sparklers in November. A barbecue in July to welcome Y6 

children as they prepared for secondary school resulted in several new 

members joining in September. 
 

Music 
The Village Voices Choir toured various Carol Services and community  

December, drawing members from across the Team. Local children’s 
choirs conƟnued to flourish with both St Mary’s Treblemakers and 

Leybourne’s Melody Makers growing in numbers and in confidence. 

TEAM RECTOR’S REPORT  (Cont’d) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 

St Margaret Addington PCC is a charity exempted from 

registration with the Charity Commissioners. We are part of 

the Kent Downs & Malling Team and the PCC has the 

responsibility of co-operating with the Rector to promote 

the whole mission of the Church by proclaiming the gospel 

of Christ, building disciples, pastoral care, evangelism, and 

community and ecumenical involvement. It also has the 

maintenance responsibility for St Margaret Church, 

Addington and churchyard. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance 

with the Church Representation Rules. 

The post of Team Vicar is vacant at the moment.  We are 

blessed with two curates,  Revd Kelly Parsons who is leaving 

in April 2025, and Carol Bridge.  Revd Helen Burn became 

rector on 5th June 2023 of the united benefice of the Kent 

Downs and Malling Team. 
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Ex Officio 

Licenced Lay Ministers: Stephen Hodges and Pete Wilson 

Churchwardens: Graham Halliday-Saddler and John 

Humphrey (also Treasurer) 

Deanery Synod: Jane Yates and Brenda Humphrey (also 

PCC Secretary) 

Elected Members 

 Rita Drayson, Paul Drayson (Lay Minister with Permission to 

Officiate), John Dudley, Sally Goodman,  Judy Grimes 

(Electoral Roll Officer), Laraine Jalili-Hodges, 

Christine Halliday-Saddler, Eleanor Smith – co-opted 2024, 

Nicola Budgen – co-opted 2025. 

 

ORGANISATION 

St Margaret Church is one of seven churches in the united 

benefice of the Kent Downs & Malling, the others being All 

Saints - Birling, St Peter & St Paul - Leybourne, St Martin - 

Ryarsh, St Michael - Offham, St Peter & St Paul – Trottiscliffe, 

St Mary - West Malling. 

 St Margaret Church retains full financial and other 

responsibility for the running of its own parochial affairs. In 

this newly formed benefice we aim to co-operate and join 

with the other churches in worship, activities and sharing 

ideas. 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT  (Cont’d) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT  (Cont’d) 

MINISTRY TEAM 

The Rector, Team Vicar, Curate and Licensed Lay Ministers 

form a Ministry Team, which conducts services and ministers 

throughout the Benefice, in accordance with terms of 

reference agreed between the incumbent and each 

individual. The Ministry Team meets regularly to plan and 

co-ordinate worship and pastoral matters. The 

Churchwardens of the benefice meet regularly and discuss 

matters of common concern.   

 

 

 

WORSHIP MUSIC GROUP  

Phew, another difficult year but we pushed on and 

provided live music at every service including at least 

1 Celebrate service.  It was great to have Gary back for 

some months and we miss him when he returns to Oz. 

If you know of any talented musicians or singers who might 

be interested in joining us please let me know. 

The only way is up! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT  (Cont’d) 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

We have four services a month, including Café Church in the 

Village Hall.  We have recently included Children’s Church 

twice a month.  

 

BUILDINGS & LAND 

The PCC is responsible for St Margaret Church and 

churchyard.  

 

FINANCIAL 

The accounts for the year ending December 2024, in the 

form required by the Charities Act 1993, are included herein.  

 
ELECTORAL ROLL 

There were 65 on the electoral roll in 2024. 

By the APCM 2025 there will be a small increase of numbers. 

We welcome every new member into our Christian family, 

but as before, sadly, only 23 of these live in Addington.   We 

continue to pray for more local members. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT  

The PCC has examined the major risks to which the church 

may be exposed under the following categories: — 

financial, reputational, statutory and legal requirements, and 

operational. The PCC is of the opinion that the provisions and 

systems now in place are adequate to mitigate such risks. 

Following guidance from the Church of England, special risk 

assessments for public worship were put in place to ensure 

covid-security, including social distancing. This has now been 

relaxed whilst remaining aware of the risks. 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Addington Safeguarding Officer Nicola Bugden.   

We have  continued to uphold the GDPR regulations by 

storing personal data files which are password protected. All 

activities requiring data protection, including zoom meetings, 

have been GDPR compliant.  

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT  (Cont’d) 
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THE CHURCH ROOM  

The church room is used for refreshments after services and is 

available for: Children’s Church (for teaching during 

services); Flix on Friday; Time to talk lunches; Fusion; Bible 

Study; PCC Meetings; etc. It has also been used for the 

Team Prayer meeting and Team Churchwarden’s meeting, 

Churches Together in Malling and the Deanery Synod. Vigo 

Singers used the Church and Church Room. The PCC have 

made the room available without charge for any Church 

based activity. 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT  (Cont’d) 

ADDINGTON CHURCHYARD REPORT 

During this last year the Churchyard has undergone several 

little revamps. Perimeter walls cleared of ivy, some 

headstones tidied and the bottom area cleared. This is 

alongside regular grass cutting and strimming. 

Seasonal displays are also added to the entrance of the 

Church. 

Martin & Jane Howells  
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CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT    

Continue to next page . . . . . 

St Margaret Addington is part of the Kent Downs and Malling 

Team which comprises Birling, Leybourne, Offham, Ryarsh, 

Trottiscliffe and West Malling and  is led by Rev Helen Burn as 

Team Rector. The Wardens from the seven parishes have met 

regularly at joint Warden’s meetings chaired by Helen. Now 

that the Joint Council has been established, we will still meet, 

but less frequently. 

 

As churchwardens we are responsible for the care and 

maintenance of the church building and churchyard, in 

addition we must report to you at the APCM what work has 

been carried out during the previous year. We are also 

responsible for keeping up to date an inventory of all the 

Items belonging to the church and a logbook listing work that 

has been carried out.  

 

There has been no major work to the Church building this 

year. In 2025 we plan to have the East wall of the church 

repointed. This will need to be carefully carried out to ensure 

that the historical records of previous works are not lost. There 

will also be some minor reordering of the roof guttering. 
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CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT  (Cont’d)   

Graham Halliday-Saddler 
& John Humphrey 

The churchyard is now well maintained thanks to the efforts 

of Martin and Jane Howels with others. The potted plants 

and flowers as you approach the entrance porch are very 

welcoming. 

 

Our job as Wardens is only possible because of the number 

of people behind the scenes who ensure that the church 

building looks beautiful and functions well every week, so 

that as a church we make Jesus known in the Parish. There 

are so many people who have helped, we thank them all 

 

We are encouraged by, and encourage, everyone to take 

an active part in our mission to make Jesus known in the 

area. We trust that we provide a safe and welcoming space 

here at St Margaret for 

everyone to find peace with God, to listen to him, and to be 

enriched as we leave the building to live out our everyday 

lives, and by who we are showing others who Jesus is.  
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SAFEGUARDING OFFICER’S REPORT   

The Safeguarding team are now meeting less frequently as 

there is now a central Downs and Malling team in place with 

one Safeguarding member in place. The Safeguarding 

Dashboard is helping to keep track of Safeguarding tasks  

and checks for the parish. 

It has been decided that it is no longer appropriate for PSOs 

personal phone/emails to be published so a new central 

Safeguarding email is to be created for us and this will be 

published on the new Safer Church posters which will be 

reprinted after the APCM. 

 

Nicola Budgen 



 

18 

TREASURER’S REPORT                    

Continue to next page . . . . . 

St Margaret’s Church has met all financial commitments for 

the year 2024.   Income was £42,069 which was £6,035 higher 

than last year.   Expenditure was £38,257 which was £4,883 

lower than last year. This led to a year excess of £3,813. 

In the previous year there was a deficit of £7,106 expenditure 

over income .  We note that our income in 2024 compared to 

2023 has increased by £6,035.  

In 2023 we spent £6,012 on church repairs which accounted 

for most of the deficit in that year. The  card reader, which 

enables people to give electronically in church, has been a 

great success collecting nearly £700 this year. 

St Margaret’s would like to thank the Parish Council for their 

generous donation of £500 towards the upkeep of the 

Churchyard.   This donation is greatly appreciated not only by 

members of the church, but the village as a whole. Our 

churchyard gardener’s hourly rate of pay has been increased 

to £20 per hour which has encouraged him to visit more 

frequently.   

£6,980 was donated to our chosen main charities: TEAR fund, 

Fields of Life, Kenward Trust and The Salvation Army. Smaller 

donations were to The Children’s Society, Demelza House, 

Pilsdon and One Hope Vision.   The donations amounted to 

16.5% of our income which falls in line with St Margaret’s 

pledge to give at least 10% of its income to mission each 

year.   
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TREASURERS’ REPORT   (Cont’d)                 

The Rochester Diocesan Parish Share increased by £1,292.  

This money, amongst other things goes toward Clergy 

Stipends, upkeep of vicarages and training of curates etc.  

 

The Kent Downs and Malling Team of Treasurers has met 

twice.  Chris Byrom from Trottiscliffe is Team Treasurer.  Under 

Chris’s guidance a Team bank account has been opened, 

to which all Parishes in the Benefice contribute.   This joint 

bank account meets the costs of Clergy expenses, vicarage 

costs, teamwide mission and the administrator. It is 

anticipated that shared costs will increase in 2025/6 to pay 

for the redecoration of West Malling Vicarage. 

 

We would like to sincerely thank all those who have so gen-

erously given their time and treasure.  The majority of our 

income comes from sacrificial planned giving which enables 

us to manage the accounts with confidence and has the 

added benefit of enabling us to claim Gift Aid. Without your 

generosity we would not have been able to achieve all of 

the above.   We have been truly blessed.  

 

On behalf of St Margaret church family, many thanks go to 

Matthew Pounds, our Independent Examiner.  We are truly 

grateful for his time and expertise. 

John Humphrey 
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS                  

Continue to next page . . . . . 
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS  (Cont’d)                 

Continue to next page . . . . . 

John Humphrey 

8th April 2025 
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS  (Cont’d)                 

Continue to next page . . . . . 
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS  (Cont’d)                 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT                
                             

Continue to next page . . . . . 

Our representatives are Jane Yates and Brenda Humphrey.  

Brenda is resigning from this position at the APCM in May 

2025, so if anyone feels they might like to join Jane please let 

Brenda or the Churchwardens know.  There are three 

meetings a year in different churches in the deanery. 

In February 2024 we met at Holy Trinity Church, Coxheath and 

Revd Lorna Faulkland gave a brief history of the church.  

Sarah Anderson, DAC Secretary, gave a presentation of the 

work of the DAC and the timescale to expect in relation to 

enquiries. She went through the procedures and timeline for 

faculties.  She also encouraged parishes to start thinking of 

longer term, greener options when replacing things like a gas 

boiler and also to start putting the funds aside. 

In June 2024 we met at Brassey Centre, Aylesford where Revd 

Ruth Peet gave an introduction to Aylesford parish.  John 

Constantini, Director of Education at Rochester Diocesan 

Board of Education attended.  He talked about the church’s 

presence in schools stating that clergy are under pressure 

and some are missing an opportunity by not going into 

schools.  He suggested there should be links between schools 

and PCCs. 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT  (Cont’d)              
                             

In October we met at All Saints Church, Snodland where Revd 

Sue Brooks gave an introduction to Snodland benefice 

followed by a talk from Ruth Campbell, Safeguarding Trainer 

at Rochester Diocese.  She stated that she appreciated it is 

sometimes hard to get people to do the Safeguarding 

training, although some have found it more convenient to do 

the training in groups.  She reminded us that there are four 

modules but not every role required all the modules, so do 

check before starting the training. 

Jane Yates & 
Brenda  Humphrey 
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ADDINGTON ACTIVITIES    

FOODBANK 

Thank you all so much for those who have given such 
generous food donaƟons to the Food Bank at St Margaret.  
What joy it was when a member of the church family decided 
to collect at their place of work to donate to the Food Bank at 
Christmas Ɵme.   Brilliant!   One Ɵn or 100 Ɵns …..all are so 
appreciated. 
The food collected at St Margaret’s church is taken to the 
Pilsdon Centre in West Malling where it is sorted and given to 
those people who find themselves in need.  Anyone can ask 
for help in this way.   It will be handled in a sensiƟve and 
confidenƟal way.  Please speak to me if you want to know 
more. 
All giŌs of Ɵnned food, jars, packets, soŌ drinks tea and 
coffee are very welcome. 
 

Rita Drayson 
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ADDINGTON CLANGERS 

We are a group of six bell ringers who love to keep the bells 

of St Margaret’s ringing out.  We practice every other 

Thursday morning. We like to ring on the first Sunday of the 

month.  

We ring for weddings and special occasions through the 

year such as Easter, Christmas and Remembrance. If anyone 

is interested in having a go at ringing you will be very 

welcome and full tuition is given.  

Please contact our tower captain Tom Gardner for more 

details.  

 

Tom Gardner 

ADDINGTON ACTIVITIES  (Cont’d)   

TIME TO TALK LUNCHES 

Our monthly lunches take place in the Church Room and  are 

continuing with 12 people attending and giving people a 

chance to chat and get to know other members of the con-

gregation a little better. 

Pam Begby 

& Judy Grimes 
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STUDY GROUPS 

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY 

We continue to be blessed as we gather together in the 

Church Room at Addington on a fortnightly basis during term 

time. We meet between noon and 2pm and start with 

delicious soup provided by Judy. During the Spring and 

Summer term we had a series of studies looking at the fruit 

and gifts of the Holy Spirit – with lots of discussion and 

thoughtful comments from everyone. It is so wonderful how 

the Lord teaches us through each other and guides us by His 

Holy Spirit as we look at His word and seek to make it 

relevant to our lives. Since September we have been 

working our way through John’s Gospel – so rewarding going 

at our own speed with lots of time to think and to link more 

unfamiliar passages together in our minds with cross 

references to other parts of the Bible. We really value these 

times we share and the way we can support each other with 

prayer and precious fellowship. You would be very welcome 

to join us! 

 

Elizabeth Miller 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
This is a fairly small and informal Bible Study as none of us is a 

Bible scholar. It takes place on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of 

each month and is held at John & Christine Dudley’s house 

i.e. The Woodhouse, Park Rd, Addington, ME19 5BQ.  All are 

welcome to come along but please let us know if you plan 

to attend. Tel 01732 - 847158 or e-mail 

 johngdudley@btinternet.com.  Our study starts at 7.15 ish for 

tea / coffee and runs for 1hr only from 7.30p.m. until 8.30 

p.m. 

  

We use the Life Change series of study books as a basis for 

our study and have studied many books so far. We are 

currently studying Matthew’s Gospel. 

 

John Dudley 

STUDY GROUPS     (Cont’d) 



 

30 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH                        

Continue to next page . . . . . 

Children&#39;s Church continues to bring God&#39;s word 

to our children through a range of activities at two services 

each month. The Café Church service being particularly 

well attended. We have had ten children present on some 

 occasions. 

Our team is still small with four main leaders so if anyone felt 

they could give some of their time to support our young 

people, please speak to Nicola. There is some training to be 

done but with more leaders we can share the duties.  

 
Nicola Budgen 
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ACTIVITIES 

THE VILLAGE VOICES 

The Village Voices were thrilled to be able to put on another 

full Christmas programme for Christmas 2024. We sang at 5 

church carol services, The Plough, The Angel, and twice at 

Mereworth Winery. The wonderful pianists that we have in 

Pam Begbey and Jane Broadbent ensured that we had an 

accompanist at every rehearsal and every venue. We had 

39 singers on the books for this season, including many 

non-church goers.  

I love running The Village Voices and think that it ticks the 

boxes for outreach. 
Christine Halliday-Saddler 

FLIX on FRIDAY 

We continue to show a film on the FIRST Friday of each month 

if it is an appropriate date, in the Church Room. Usually the 

idea is to show ethical or controversial films which stimulate a 

good discussion afterwards. Most of us who gather do not 

have Netflix at home.                                                                                      

 During the winter it seems to be more popular to meet at 

midday over soup, but reverts to evenings during the summer.                                                             

All are welcome…details on the web site.  

Judy Grimes 
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ACTIVITIES   (Cont’d) 

HEDGEHOG PRODUCTIONS 

With a very sad heart I must report that we did absolutely 

nothing with this once vibrant drama group in 2024. We need 

fresh blood in the steering group to get this company running 

again as it is far too much work for the faithful few still trying to 

keep it going. Maybe another nativity Christmas 25. Anyone 

interested in getting involved please, please, please get in 

touch. 

Christine Halliday-Saddler 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

Ladies breakfast is on the last Friday of each month and our 

current venue is West Malling Golf club in Addington.  

We usually have around 10 of us and we enjoy a good 

breakfast and a good chance to chat and catch up with 

each others news.  

If you would like to be added to the WhatsApp group or to 

be contacted by email to be notified of the dates each 

month then please ask either Wendy or Pam. Everyone is 

welcome.  

 

 Pam Begby 

& Wendy Gardner 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 

The men from St Margaret’s Church in Addington have over 

the past few years met every fortnight at Kings Hill golf club 

for breakfast. We have now decided to look for somewhere 

else which offers a larger breakfast for a cheaper price, and 

we have found it. One of our regular members, Tony, 

suggested trying Wrotham Heath golf club and as well as 

having a nice friendly atmosphere, ticked both of the above 

boxes for value for money. There are around 20 on our 

contact list of which between 8 -12 regularly attend. Most of 

us are members of St Margaret’s church and we take it in 

turns to lead the grace before eating. Various topics are 

discussed including church matters, politics and to the 

annoyance of a few, golf! It is a very good forum and many 

ideas are raised as well as of course, putting the world to 

rights! If you would like to join us or know anyone who would, 

please tell either of the wardens (John or Graham) or let me 

know. Hope to see you there. 

 

Glenn Goodman 

ACTIVITIES   (Cont’d) 
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SATURDAY MORNING BIKE BOYS 

This is the tenth year that the Saturday Morning Bike Boys 

have been riding. We had 11 rides last year and have al-

ready been out twice in February and once in March so will 

get more rides in this year. The core is from St Margret’s 

church in Addington comprising of Jim Hayman, Matt Pound 

myself and Stephen Betts from Offham church, others join us, 

one or two who are Christians and attend other churches 

and most who are not.  

ACTIVITIES   (Cont’d) 

Continue to next page . . . . . 

Steve, Colin and Matt at Route 1066 café near Hastings 
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ACTIVITIES   (Cont’d) 

We leave Offham Green at 08.30 every 3 or 4 weeks and 

ride around the Kent countryside for an hour, depending on 

the weather, ending up at a transport café for breakfast, 

where we enjoy a full English, talk about motorbikes and 

generally put the world to rights. I have compiled a list of 

good cafes in Kent and contrary to popular belief there are 

still many, we have over 2 dozen on the list. The heathens 

who ride with us are invited to join with us in the grace 

before breakfast, when I remember and we are gently 

encouraging them with God’s word. As a lot of us are now 

retired we sometimes ride mid-week If you would like to join 

us, please contact me (Graham) 01732 848186 or 07973 

282808 

Graham Halliday-Saddler 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN MALLING     

Graham Halliday-Saddler 

Churches Together in Malling continue to meet 3 times a 

year in the Dorcas centre, there are 22 member churches.  

CTiM is now run by an all-female team, Charlotte Brooks is in 

her third year as chairperson, Claire Dobson from Larkfield 

Community Church and is currently a minister in training so 

this will fulfill the requirement in the constitution that normally 

the chair and vice chair should be drawn from the laity and 

ministry. Maggie Mancklelow, who has moved to this area 

from Sheppey and now worships at West Malling Baptist 

church has become the new treasurer and Sally Biggs who 

lives and worships in Offham is the secretary. Some will know 

Sally’s husband Stewart who takes some services at 

Addington. 

The new format for last year's Walk of Witness was deemed a 

success and this year it will follow suit with Jenny Barrow once 

again playing the bagpipes to accompany the singing of 

Amazing Grace. 

I have now stepped back from St Margaret’s being 

representative on CTiM, if anyone would like to step in, 

please let me know. It is only 3 meeting a year which is not 

onerous. 
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CHURCH WEBSITE 

John Humphrey 

 
St Margaret’s website is now part of the Kent Downs and 

Malling website which comprises Birling, Leybourne, 

Offham, Ryarsh, Trottiscliffe and West Malling  

 

https://kentdownsmalling.church/our-parishes/st-margarets-

addington/ 

 

We try to keep Addington’s website up to date with the 

latest news and details of what is happening in the Parish, 

so if you have any church related events or news you 

would like to include please email the details to me at 

thehumpies@gmail.com and I will try to accommodate 

you. It is important to keep the site looking fresh so if you 

have any photos of people and events, once again, please 

let me know.  
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